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• In mid-November 2019 I 
flew to Cancun for a 

confernce.

• I was obsessed with 
getting this done.
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• First success:
cdp1805 in the list.

• Successfully loaded binary.

• And the moment of truth…
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Improving through trial and error

• Disassemble for a while.

• Find an error or a missing feature.

• Modify the CPU definition.

• Reload the binary.

• Update the definition to “cdp1806”.



Reviewing the Peculiarities



ANY General purpose register can be the Program Counter



Examples

• Post-reset code.



Immediate arguments to functions are passed via the bytes after the call
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• Data types.
• Memory operations
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• Interesting functions.

REMEMBER
this one
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Decoding Hebrew

• Language-specific encoding in the 80’s and 90’s was 
defined through “Code Pages”.

• If you’re old enough, you remember the DOS command 
“CHCP”.
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